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Bhatti to the middle of the 7th century A. D. Some critics have tried to identify the poet Bhatti with Vatsa Bhatti. B4it the very fact that Bhatti is a veteran in grammar whereas Vatsa Bhatti commits grammatical slips in some of his verses goes against such identification. Others identify him with Bhartri* hari, but without sufficient grounds*
Kmnairadasa
Kumaradasa is a supposed king of Ceylon who has left a poem called Janakiharana. As the title suggests, it deals with the story of Ramayana. The free use of certain grammatical forms in the book shows that he knew the Kasika Vritti, a work on grammar written about 650 A. D. and so it is likely that he belongs to the latter part of the 7th century A. D. A king called Kumaradasa ruled in Ceylon from 517—526 A. D, but the author of this poem could not be identical with that King of Ceylon. Some traditions about Kalidasa have connected the poet Kalidasa with Kumaradasa, King of Ceylon. But there is no historical evidence for it. The style of Kumaradasa is simple and he tries to reproduce the style of Kalidasa. But for his love of abundant alliteration, he can be said to have completely succeeded in his imitation of Kalidasa. His poem consists of 20 cantos and the story differs in very few details from the Ramayana. The style, the poetic embellishments and other artistic qualities of this poem have won for Kumaradasa an eulogy firom Rajasekara. (Vide App. A-12)